
IALA 

Iowa Association of Legal Assistants.Paralegals     
 
 2012 PAULA GRADY MEMORIAL EDUCATION AWARD  
 TWO (2) $500 AWARDS 
 FOR THE 2012/2013 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
 In memory of Paula Grady, an IALA Region VI member, leader, mentor and friend, who 
died suddenly on October 2, 1995, IALA offers the PAULA GRADY MEMORIAL EDUCATION 
AWARD to any active, associate or student IALA member who pursues further education.  
Paula truly believed in education at all levels.  She was a former teacher, member of the Linn-
Mar School Board, serving as President at the time of her death.  Paula supported continuing 
education for Legal Assistants.  As a Legal Assistant at Simmons, Perrine, Albright & Ellwood, 
P.L.C. in Cedar Rapids for 12 years, she was very active in IALA, serving on the seminar 
committees for several years and as Region VI Director during 1992/93 and 1993/94.  As the 
Legal Assistant profession has grown, the educational background requirements continue to 
grow, too. 
 
 The two education awards this year are in the amount of $500 each.  Applications and 
essays will be taken through July 1, 2012.  The committee will review the applications and 
essays during July 2012 and present the award in August 2012.  The education award can be 
applied toward the fees/tuition/books for the recipient during the next IALA fiscal year (i.e., 
September 1 to August 31), the fall of 2012 semester or spring 2013 semester. 
 
 The award recipient will receive the cash award after submission of proof of successful 
completion of his/her continuing education (proof of credit earned or CLA/PACE Certificate) and 
the invoice for fees/tuition/books, etc.  The education awards will be in the amount of the 
invoices submitted, up to the maximum amount of $500.00. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS:  

1. Resident of the state of Iowa.  
2. IALA active, associate or student member OR a student currently enrolled in a legal 

assistant/paralegal program within the state of Iowa. 
3. Interest in pursuing education in a legal assistant program, legal assistant class(es), 

course work toward an additional degree (Associates, Bachelors, Masters, etc.), or 
CLA/PACE exam. 

4. Submission of original essay. 
 
KEY POINTS FOR COMMITTEE TO REVIEW: 
 Importance of additional education 
 Benefits to IALA 
 The future of the paralegal profession or its goals 

 
 EDUCATION AWARD COMMITTEE 
 
 
Peggy L. Patters 
Co-Chairperson 
Brady & O'Shea 
2735 First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402  

 
 
Jill A. Jamieson 
Co-Chairperson 
Aegon USA Inc. 
4333 Edgewood Road NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52499 

 
 
Mary E. McChristy 
City Attorney's Office 
410 East Washington Street 
Iowa City, IA 52240

  



2012/2013 
 PAULA GRADY MEMORIAL EDUCATION AWARD 
 APPLICATION 
 
This application form must be filled out in full and mailed by the applicant to: 
 

Paula Grady Memorial Education Award Committee 
ATTN: Peggy Patters 
Brady & O'Shea 
2735 First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

 
 
APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED NOT LATER THAN JULY 1, 2012. 
 
 PERSONAL DATA 
 
Name 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (Last)     (First)     (Middle Initial) 
 
Home Address 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 (City)     (State)     (Zip) 
 
Home Phone ___________________  Alternate Phone _____________________ 
 
 EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION YOU PLAN TO ATTEND 
 OR 
 EXAM YOU PLAN TO TAKE 
 
Name of Institution/Test: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Institution/Testing Entity: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Date School Term Begins/Date of Test: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Major Field of Study: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 (Beginning with High School) 
 

INSTITUTION ATTENDED LOCATION DATES ATTENDED DEGREE 

    

    

    

    

    

    



CHARACTER AND LEADERSHIP 
 
School and/or Community Activities: (e.g., career clubs, music, drama, student government, athletics, 
social fraternities or sororities, church, scouting, 4H, clubs and organizations, etc.).  Indicate dates 
involved. 
 

ACTIVITY POSITION DATES INVOLVED 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Include such things as full-time and part-time paid positions, internships, volunteer work, etc.  Indicate 
number of years involved. 
 

EMPLOYER OR ORGANIZATION POSITION HELD DATES OF EMPLOYMENT OR 
ASSIGNMENT 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
  
PERSONAL ESSAY 
Attach an original essay of 2 to 5 pages (double-spaced) expressing: 

1. A current issue affecting Legal Assistants; 
2. How the additional education will benefit the recipient; 
3. How you see the role of a legal assistant or paralegal evolving in the public and private sectors. 

A typewritten statement is preferred for the purpose of clarity. 
 
 ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
I certify that the facts contained in this application are true and complete to the best of my knowledge and 
that I have read all the rules and requirements for the PAULA GRADY MEMORIAL EDUCATION 
AWARD.  I authorize investigation of all statements contained herein.  I further acknowledge all materials 
submitted become the property of the Iowa Association of Legal Assistants.   
 
Signed this _____ day of _______________, 20____. _____________________________________ 
       (Signature of Applicant) 


